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\)) Vanity Fair, on the 27th day of June, 1860, entered 
; his second Salon, in which a number of visitors had assem- 
KY ° ° . . e ° 
bled to greet him on the attainment of the majority of his 


Second Volume. 

V. F. had been informed by his gentleman’s gentleman 
—a stupendous creature who left his Jast place because he 
got Sherry at dinner instead of Madeira, to which latter 

¢ he had always been accustonied—that a select party of 
7 distinguished persons awaited him below stairs in order to 
congratulate him upon his arrival at man’s estate. He 
instantly dropped his Narghileh, arose from his Indian sum- 
mer chair, and attired himself in a simple but elegant 
morning costume. ‘This done, he descended, and found awaiting him 
with respectful homage, the following persons: Mrs. Puszic, with her 
eldest son, Cuzr Lecteur, Alderman Boortz, Prince Simmr1 Boosgsen 
No Kam, Horace Greetry, Hon. H. J. Raymoyp, Col. Wess, the 
Editor of the Saturday Press, the Editor of the World, Mr. Avaustus 
Betmont, Count De Gurowsk1, Moriimer Dogsticks, besides a corps 
of lovely and exquisitely dressed contributors, all of whom carried 
bouquets in their hands, composed of the choicest exotics of the four 
seasons. 

V. F. floated into—or, we may say, amalgamated with—the select 
circle of guests that awaited him ; and—but as conversation can never 
be perfectly given in narrative, let us present this charming scene in a 


dramatic form : 
SCENE.—The Residence of YF 


An exquisite drawing room hung in blue and silver. Four paintings, hang on the walls. They are from the pencil 
of Greuze, and ae types of women in the four quarters of the globe. The gues's, seated on causeuses, or in 
easy chairs more luxurious than the sybarite’s bed of roses, are conversing on the topics of the day. Several specimens of the 
“What Is It ?” attired in bangles and paramatta trowsers, with rings in their noses, are serving ices and sherry cobblers on 
trays of beaten gold, which 'lirrany could not beat, each supernatural drink being furnished w th ethereal straws for pur. 
poses of imbibition. Other slav.s cool the summer atmosphere with waving punkahs formed out of the feathers of the 
Bird of Paradise. V.¥. appears in the midst. The conversation remains uninterrupted. \. 1}. with a magnetic 
inclination of the body signifies his welcome and sinks into a mechanical easy chair which, when occupied, puts in motion 
a machinery that waves scented fans about the head of the occupant. 


Horace Greeley. [To Raymond | 1 think I rather got the best of you about that Sewarn letter 









































ii. PREFACE. 





H. Raymond. Pooh! You do not understand the first principles of controversy. You defend yourself. A contro. 
versialist should attack. Dismiss your antagonist’s assertions in a paragraph, and abuse him in a column. ‘Those are my 
tactics. 

H. G. | Comfased Were they your tactics at Solferino ? 

H. R. |Confused.| You wander from the subject. 

V. F: [Suddenly.] Why is Mr. Greetey like a slave ship ? [Sensation, amid which all give it up. 

Because he is a Wanderer. | Immense applause. 

Mrs. Public. [Aside to V. F.| Ingenious as ever, dear V. F. How dexterously you turned off that delicate subject ! 

Alderman Boole. Here! Waiter, bring me something to drink. [Yo Prince Simmi Boojsen.| Have a tod, Prince ? 

Prince Simmi. [ Declines, but as we have no Japanese type we forbear printing the formula of his reply.| 

Editor of Saturday Press. When the Alderman’s drink is poured out, why is it equivalent to taking it upside down ? 

V. F. [Without a moment’s consideration.| Because it’s Boo.e versez. 

Editor of Saturday Press. [Taking his hat.| Good morning. [ Exit. 

Alderman B. {Who doesn’t understand French.| Ha! ha! very good. 

Editor of the World, | think the jest profane. Such trivial topics are beneath the consideration of the enlightened. 
There is but one subject which it is necessary that we should consider. The great religious revival which commenced 
one hundred and fifty years hence—since, I mean. 

Mrs. Public. [Blandly interrupting.| Bless me, don’t talk of such antique periods. You remind me of my age. 

Count Gurowski. [In his well-known silvery accents.| You Mr. World Editor! vat you know about religion? You 
know nothing. You have nevare been at colleges. You do not vash your hands. There is no gentlemens in this coundhry. 
There is but von question vich agitates the globe. It is the question of Pan-Sclavism. You are von fool—gr-r-r-r-r-r-r-r. 

[These consonants represent the silvery accents. 

Editor of World. [Meekly.| 1 must not let my angry passions rise 

If | would win my mansion in the skies, 

H. G. [To Raymond.| What are your opinions about Lincoln ? 

H. R. 1 have no opinions, Haven’t had any for a long time. 

H. G. Why ? 

H. R. Oh, opinions are out at elbows. 

H. G. |Maliciously.| Out at the elbows of the Mincio ? 

H. R. t Salhaly| Well, I suppose it’s no use Mince (io)ing the matter; yes. 

Alderman B. Let’s take something to drink. Have a tod, Prince ? 

[ For Prince’s reply see his previous answer. 

Doesticks, V’ll joia you in a glass of beer. I remember having some at Niagara, and liking it. 

[ Doesticks is served, and demands another to take the taste out his mouth. 

Aug. Belmont. | Magnificently.| Bring me a bottle of Metternich’s Blue Seal. [Belmont is served, and gives a thousand 

dollar bill to the attendant «« What is it ?” who executes the dance of joy. 

Alderman B. Have a tod, Prince ? | For Prince’s rejoinder, vide former colloquies. 

Mrs. Public. [| Rising.| My friends, we have assembled here to-day for a delightful purpose: that of congratulating 
Vanity Farr on the attainment of his majority, and the admirable manner in which he conducted himself while he was a 
youth. [Cries of hear, hear.] He has been, at the same time, bold and judicious. His course has been marked by 
scholastic attainment, salient wit, and manly pluck. He has proved himself to be the embodiment of that agile and elas- 
tic American mind which invented the steamship—emancipated the plough—conquered at Cerro Gordo and Chapultepec 
—annihilated distance with the telegraph—and, Jater still, laid bare the teeming mysteries of Japan ! 

[Immense cheering. Alderman Boole is so overcome that he solicits what he calls * a tod.” 

My friends, I greeted this young Hercules of satire in his cradle, and when I saw him strangling the serpents of public 
wrong, predicted his future. He is now strong enough for even the Nemean Lion of Public Abuses, and ere Jong you 
will see its skin upon his shoulders ! [Enormous and terrific “ tiger.” 

Cher Lecteur. Bravo, mamma! Pon honaw you are quite eloquent, aw! 

Mrs. Public. My friends, I propose long life and prosperity to Vaniry Fair! [The skies are rent. 

V. F. | Bowing slighly.| Much obliged. Luncheon in other room. Come and try it. 

[More applause than ever, in which the voice of Boot is much heard. The party form a grand procession to lunch- 
eon, singing a hymn in praise of V.¥F., composed by Ricuarp Storrs Witis. A velvet curtain at the end of the 
chief corridor is lifted, disclosing a banquet, to describe the splendors of which the ink refuses to flow. All seat them- 
selves. Gurowski attacks the prog. He glares at Dorsticxs, who continues to drink beer. Boorr becomes-bacchic, and 
the curtain falls on a grand tableau of festivity. 
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